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ABRAHAM: THE FATHER OF BELIEVERS
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LESSON 1 F£—i}

GOD CALLS ABRAHAM
AND GRACIOUSLY PROTECTS HIM IN EGYPT
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INTRODUCTION
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This course will cover Genesis chapters 12-25 which contain the story of Abraham, one
of the most important characters in God’s plan of salvation. His story shows how God creates
and forms faith through Gospel promises.
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The story of Abraham is the story of a man of faith, who had his ups and downs, but who
learned through the fulfillment of God’s promises to him that we may believe all that the Lord
tells us, no matter how amazing or impossible it may seem.
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Genesis 12 begins the story of Abraham when he was about 70-75 years old. At the time
when God called him at the beginning of chapter 12, Abraham’s name was Abram.

8l 12 RIWRHFiErTin, b R#E 70-75 5. €1 12 Frinfa B thay
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At the end of Genesis 11:26-30 we learn several important things about Abram:

A 11:26-30, FANFHXTIEZMNIINERRER

1) He was the son of Terah, a descendant of Noah’s son Shem.
2t mILF, fELILFANES.

2) He had two older brothers — Nahor and Haran.
B WNEFF—FBMIE=,

3) The family lived in Ur of the Chaldeans.

e REENHKNEIE.

4) Abram’s brother Haran died at a relatively young age in Ur, leaving a son named Lot.

TR=ZMEFEE = RERBNREATEERE, AE-—DILTUDTE.

5) Abram was married to Sarai, who was barren — unable to have children.

TRZMEFMEE, BRIAEEE—REET
|
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UR OF THE CHALDEANS
I )T SR

The Bible says that
Abram and his family were
originally from Ur of the
Chaldeans. In Genesis 15:7 the
Lord told Abram: “I am the
LORD, who brought you out of
Ur of the Chaldeans to give you
this land to take possession of
it.” This location is mentioned
four times in the Old Testament
(Genesis 11:28; 11:31; 15:7;
Nehemiah 9:7) and also in Acts :
7:2-4, where Stephen says that Ur was in “Mesopotamia ... the land of the Chaldeans.”
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BXAMTT (80 11:28 ) 11:31 5 15:7 ; £ 9:7) , & 7:2-4 hiRFIXMHTT, MEIRK
BHEAE KPUEARK - MERAZH,

Many scholars believe that Ur of the Chaldeans was located on the Euphrates River in
Lower Mesopotamia. In the 1920s and 1930s Sir Leonard Wooley, a British archaeologist,
excavated the ruins of this impressive site, assuming it to be Abraham's birthplace. The

excavation revealed that this city had a sophisticated and advanced culture at the time of
Abraham (about 2000 BC).

REFEINA, NBHRNEEANT TERRPNEAKEMNGERRT L, L —+
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Archaeologists uncovered the ruins of a great temple complex, royal tombs, and the
remains of houses on city streets. In the tombs were many treasures---including stunning objects
made with gold, silver and precious stones---that rivaled treasures found at famous burial sites in

ancient Egypt. The residents of Ur seemed to be quite wealthy, perhaps because the city had
access to the Persian gulf which allowed them to trade with other peoples.
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Ur had hot and cold running water, a sewer
system, multistory buildings, paved roads, major
temples, ornate furniture, and a variety of metal
instruments. The people of Ur developed a system
that divided the hour into 60 minutes, the minute
into 60 seconds, and the circle into 360 degrees—a
system that we still use today. There were very
developed law codes and a standard system of
weights and measures. There was a system of
canals connecting the Tigris and Euphrates river
valleys to control floods and provide irrigation so
farming could go on year-round.
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The excavations also uncovered a large ziggurat, a pyramid-like mud brick tower built in
2100 B.C. as a tribute to moon god of Ur. This ziggurat originally rose 65 feet from a base
measuring 135 by 200 feet and had three platforms, each a different color, and a silver shrine at
the top. The great ziggurat of Ur was dedicated to Nanna, the moon god. The moon was
worshiped as the power that controlled the heavens and the life cycle on earth. Among the
pantheon of Mesopotamian gods, Nanna was supreme, because he was the source of fertility for
crops, herds, and families. Prayers and offerings were offered to the moon to invoke its blessing.

EHE-—EEANSFEMERAEL R, B—EXNESFENERE BT ATH
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This was the place where Abram and his family once lived, surrounded by unbelievers.

But the Lord called Abram to leave that place and go to a new place where He would make a
great new nation from Abram’s descendants.

XEZTHEZMBNFKEELAEANTT, BERENMEHA. A, EEFMENF
BIAZEFARE, R2—PHFOHTT, AREMBESIAZNEEFRAIKRE.

ABRAHAM’S RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND
TFRRF A RBEE R

The Bible says virtually nothing about the first 75 years of Abraham’s life. Joshua gives
us this information about that time: “Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of
Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River and worshiped other gods.” (Joshua 24:2) We also
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learn in Genesis 31:30 that Laban (a grandson of Abraham’s brother Nahor) possessed household
“gods” (idols) which Rachel had stolen and taken with her when she left for Canaan. Those
household gods were obviously important to both Laban and Rachel. So we know that Abram’s
family was involved in idol worship at one time. But what about Abraham? When did Abraham
come to know and believe in the Lord, the one true God?

RTIRARIFNE 75 F, EZNFEZERFRE. ABTIRHRTANREYL T X THB
PMERNESR - HRMRIINFE, W RNFMEBHICEMRA, EEXIRLES
AR (£924:2) o MEI3L30 HRBATTINEM, hdt (ERRFFFEBHINT) K
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There are many legends (stories not from the Bible) about Abraham during his years
living in Ur of the Chaldeans. There is an interesting legend that says that Abram was in danger
from wicked king Nimrod, so he fled and lived with Noah and Shem for many years.! The
legend says that Noah taught Abram about the Lord, and so Abram was not an idol worshiper
like his father Terah and others in his family. That legend is not found in the Bible, but it is
someone’s attempt to explain how Abram was a God-fearing man even though he lived among
idol-worshipers.

XTI ENFANYREERE, SREELE (EE4PRFI1EH) . F—NMER
EEEER, HPRITHZHBBOTRINE, REETHABBETREE. X
ZiRRE, WIES T IEZCTEMENSE, Fit, TRZFAERMA SRR H A
RAREFBR. ZEIPHRBREIMEE, EEXNMEHEBRET, AT4AREME
FEFABROATE, TEZMNEEMHRHA,

We do not actually know the real situation, but it is possible that Abram knew Noah.
According to the genealogy record of Genesis 11, Abram was 58 years old when Noah died at
the age of 950. In fact, for the first part of Abrams’s life, all ten generations from Noah down to
his father Terah were all still living. So it is possible that Abram could have known Noah, and it
is possible that Noah could have taught him about the true God who saved Noah and his family
from the great flood.

EXHEAR RN, BNHANEE. RETRLEZMNERT., REFECIHLE+—
FICHAIRIE, BT 950 5 AMRE, TWA=58%. Khrk, AW RRIFARFE,
METF 2 AR MR TR AEEEE. AT, TR=RETEIAMREE, WA
EHETHSM, BEnEEEEus MR A B K,

SUMMARY OF THE GENESIS RECORD OF ABRAHAM
LA XM ERFNICREE

Here is a brief summary of the contents of each chapter in our study.

! The Book of Jasher, Chapter 9 (Note: This is not the book of Jasher referred to Joshua 10:12-13 and 2 Samuel
1:17-27. That Book of Jasher is no longer in existence. The “Book of Jasher” that contains the legend of Abraham
living with Noah is by an unknown author in the 17" century.)

HMEIEP, FAE OF ZBIFELN10:12-13 DIRET 1:17-27 PAARZINELIER. BEREEKE.
CH T TR FMETREFRAMRES, AEEDE-tHL ks AL, )
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THEHNAZREG —EMNERNE.
e Genesis 12 — God Calls Abram and Protects Him in Egypt
Bl 12— BT A=FAER LRt
e Genesis 13 Abram Separates from Lot
£l
J Genesis 14 - Abram Rescues Lot
ERTE
J Genesrs 15— God Affirms His Promises to Abram
€l 15— B Rt X I H =R IF
e Genesis 16 — Sarai’s Tampering and Ishmael’s Birth
el 16— T4, IASKIBH T &
e Genesis 17 — The Covenant of Circumcision with Abraham
17— TR FRN LA
e Genesis 18 — Three Heavenly Visitors Come to Abraham
B 18— =R ERHLARRLF
e Genesis 19 — Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed
B 19— &30, MERNEX
J Genesis 20 Abraham and Abimelech

N2z

° Genesrs 21 —The Blrth of Isaac
B 21— RIS &
e Genesis 22 — The Test of Abraham s Faith
&2 Sk
e Genesis 23 — Sarah’s Death and Burial
B 23— sk T s
o Genesis 24 — Abraham Secures a Wife for Isaac
T ERE
o Genesrs 25 The Death of Abraham

TIMELINE OF ABRAHAM’S LIFE

T{aH T & F At E %R

This timeline of Abraham’s life. Whenever possible Abraham’s age and the year is given for the
event.

XETANFAEFHREER. ABSH T ANFNSBEMEM, HIETE.

Year

BC

B g Age Event Places Reference

iy | FH Wi 2 515

A1)

9297 Birth ef Terah Ur of the Chaldeans Genesis 11:32; 12:4
i A& WE R EIE 8 11:32 ; 12:4

]
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Birth of Nahor and Haran,
Abraham’s brothers Ur of the Chaldeans Genesis 11:26
2227 TERFHTTEE. 15 | NYERHESE #111:26
=H4E
Abram’s birth
(father Terah was 130) Ur of the Chaldeans Genesis 11:32; 12:4
216710 A (HR b MERHEE #11:32,12:4
130 %)
Birth of Sarai
(Abram’s future wife) Ur of the Chaldeans Cf Genesis 17:17
25T 10 A (AZRRE | WHEROEE 5] 17:17
£71)
Death of Abram’s brother
) ) Haran (father of Lot) Ur of the Chaldeans Genesis 11:28
: ' TRZFEE=E (FHz ME R EIR 81 11:28
R) &t
Abram marries Sarai Ur of the Chaldeans Genesis 11:29
e = B2k MR EIE £ 11:29
Terah, Abram, Sarai, and
5097 209 Lot relocate Ur to Haran Genesis 11:31
T ki, R BERME SEENE= £ 11:31
B
Death of Terah (age 205) in
5092 759 Haran Haran Genesis 11:32
T | fRrErR = At (4 205 e= £l 11:32
%)
Haran to Shechem,
2092 75 God CallsC‘:rtl);z;n to goto Bethel, the Negev Genesis 12:1-9
. S E=ZRE). A £ 12:1-9
NE T3 N4 2L
WP R £ A i
Abram goes fo Egyp t Egypt Genesis 12:10-20
? during the famine B 41 12:10-20
RN WRZAER K '
Abram rescues .
Lot/Melchizadek E)? 27\70% Ge,I\l]Je sllz , 24 :212124
THEERBE/EERE § o
Abram conceives child with Negev Genesis 16:3
TRZHERET
5081 %6 Birth of Ishmael Negev Genesis 16:16 ; 17:24-25
NESuE I wgih #16:16 ; 17:24-25
Abraham is circumcised; .
2068 99 God appears to Abram Negev, near Mamre Genesis 17:24 ; 18:14
promising him a son B, IRIEIEF) € 17:24 ; 18:14
Abram renamed Abraham

. __________________________________________________________________________________________|
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TR FZFFL ; #E
BEZRI, MFthssE—
MLF, HHEE=ZEA
DI (SEvRES
2068 99 Sodom and Gc\)mor\rah Genesis 19:24
FIr 2 3508 EE i 8] 19:24
Abraham. llyes with Gerar Genesis 20-1-18
2068 99 . Philistines HiH 0120:1-18
WRR FEAEIEF L AP
Birth of Isaac Negev Genesis 21:1-5
20671 100 Ui 2E w5, 821:1-5
Mt. Moriah
1o- | 158 Sp?;Zst(’)z f ngel of (Jerusalem) Genesis 22:1-19
120 HRAIACH (52 T 2 LU @ﬂﬂiﬁ%%% £ 22:1-19
2030 137 Dea\th of Sarah (age 127) Hebron Genesis 23:1-2
R A (F127 %) &HEt £l 23:1-2
2027 140 Isaac marries Rebekah Negev Genesis 24 and 25:20
PUSER BN Eap:ul €l 24 ; R Bl 25:20
2007 160 Birth\ of Jacob and Esau Beer La\h?i Eoi Genesis 25:26
ME. PHEEE FEEh 3 £l 25:26
Marriage to Keturah Mamre Genesis 25:1
BELH =g 8l 25:1
1992 175 Death of: Abraham Mamre Genesis 25:7
TERFE At =g £l 25:7

READ GENESIS 12:1-9
gLl 12:1-9

1. Why did God tell Abram to leave his
country and people behind and go to a
new land? (verses 1-2)

MO AR TEAR 2B T A AR,
DI ? B 1-2 71

_\ﬁl] Shechem N S
} B4%F] Bethel E-TEUr

Ij\) % Negev

N

LR

GBI 106 GENESIS 12-25 BB 22405 106 €] 12-25 & 7



2. What 7 promises did God give Abram in order to encourage him to follow God's call?

(vs. 2-3)
PREE T AR 22 WR-EAN B VE, B Ah AT MR 2 (58 2-3 1)

The last promise in verse 3 is the promise of the Savior who would bless all families.

£ 3 TVRE—MEIFHEXNHENRSRIEE.

These verses in the New Testament make that clear:

b, FALGRNTIEEFTEEFTE

Galatians 3:6-9 -- Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness.” Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. The
Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel
in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” So those who have
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

I 3:6-9——1E40, WARHLFAER, X HE MK L. BT DR ZERE AR LLE A
N, BRI T b I HELBRRTUEE B, MEMSNENRIERR S 5
RO aa TAhis, w, J3EABRIRGAE.

“Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these
days. And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers.
He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.” When
God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you
from your wicked ways.”” (Acts 3:24-26)

COIEFELURRI S H, TS 1, WA ENX L H 7 JRATZ ST,
WASZ SRR L), X AR U, M B, #MBERRNEERS
o MREMEMR AN, B ZMBRATIX R, WHEARAT, MARATS A BIFE,
BEIFSEE., 7 (4 3:24-26)

God has made many promises to us, just as He made to Abraham. God has not promised to make
us rich, famous, or give us a large family if we trust Him, but God has promised to bless those
who listen to His Word and live by it. He has promised to forgive our sins. He has promised to

]
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hear and answer our prayers. He has promised to raise our bodies on the Last Day. He has
promised us a home in a new land — our heavenly Canaan, the mansions of heaven.

MEEBANRE NVF, B WARRL AR 2 NVF—FE . MRS RVFSL, A ZERATHIE
fib, BATHATLLE A HA2, B TAIE, MR NMFRAT, REEATMHAIE, Hias
o ANVERCR BT . ARV 2B W I EL IR S FRAT TR 35 o A NLVF 2 2R H RIS ik ik
P SR E G NV AEB 5 28 BT — DK ——l B A TR LR, R R
b o

Can God keep His promises to us? Will He? Absolutely! When God makes a promise He
keeps it. He kept His promises to Abraham, and He will keep His promises to us! God’s
promises are promises we can believe, just like Abraham. He didn’t understand where God was
taking him, or why, but he had the true and trustworthy promises of God, and that made him
confident. We can trust and follow just like Abraham. Though the path on which our Lord leads
us may sometimes be rocky and uphill, it is still the right path. Though there are dangers on
every side, our loving Father is with us. When He asks us to leave the paths of sin behind, and
when He promises to bless us and follow Him to a new land, we can be sure that He will bless us
and keep us on the journey and lead us safely to our eternal home.

MRENE B R VI ? Al ? R L MPRVE T i Mttt 1 R AR
FRAFRINE, At 2 Bt ERATITER RN VE U 3RATR] ARSI BATHIR YR, iR AH
PG — A HOFARES E LA R B EL, BARFIIE 2 2O A, (2 A
EM N RER, ZAER, XMhE 2. BATEA LU ARSI —FEE FE MR .
LA WA TIE GRS, EH I RE R IXHELT, Z05IH 2 LR IERK . e EHLIY
R BATEZ A SHATFLE . MibBATEFRAER, NV SR AT
EHTT, AT AE, b e S BAURERAT. R, I HA SR = 2k
SEGIE

3. Agree or Disagree? God’s call to Abram is more an invitation to faith and faithfulness
than a demand for obedience. (Explain your answer)

AR EAN R R ? MXNEAA 2 B, 5 BRI ARTE IF BB O, A g 2R
ATAR . R B 1B AT AR )

4. How can we tell that Abram believed God’s promises to him? (see Hebrews 11:8)

FAA AR DLBEAR AR SRR VR ? (IR 11:8)
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5. Why did Abram build altars to the Lord in the first two places (Shechem and Bethel) that

he stopped at in Canaan? (vs. 7-8)

AR 22 AT A BEAE f A 3 R M i B O RT3t 7 GREAMEAEFRDD 45 B fR 3R

1%?

Verse 9 mentions “the
Negev” as the place toward which
Abram was headed. The Negev is
the southern part of the land of
Canaan, southwest of the Dead Sea.
It was a dry desert region, where
rainfall was scarce, and the
temperatures were hot. This was the
least desirable part of Canaan. Why
did Abram go there? Perhaps
because this part of the land was

ﬁtﬁlj Shechem

JJ B45F Bethel

—_PIERK Negev

least inhabited and more open. He
could find a place to settle there. At
a place near Beersheba in the
Negev, there was a well, and Abram
seems to have settled by this well, a |2
source of water for his family and animals.

SO NIRE T e, RERMARZELRHTT . MR MR, AT A0
HIPURG . R SR vb iy, M/KARW ML, TR . RSl e ANGF 3 7 AR
I AELIR R ? PR RV EE IS R NARWR D, TR . A RERSAE IR B4R 24 7
LR K. RIS E, 70, WAR LU EAF L. A EH b A
IR 1R EROFH 7K

When we think of Abraham, we think of a man of great faith, the father of believers, even
a hero of faith. In the previous verses we saw many evidences of this faith.

FAVERNEAT R F R, BB R KEEORN, BE-ENRL, HEZEL
W N FERTIH A S T, JATE R 7 A E O 2 .

But in these next verses we learn that Abram’s faith was not perfect. Here is the sad and
disappointing account of a time when Abram was ready to allow another man to take his wife.
And what makes it even worse is that Abraham not only did this one time, but twice, as we shall
see in a later lesson.

ERLRE T RIAE HT, FATRIE, TAZREOEAREEN. MR B4
NGO RERCE, RBH 3 MEAR 22 fovF HAh 55 N B RO 1. EOURIRER 2, TWARH S
KAMAN I, TR, FATRSAEFE T RETRETE 2.
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Abram’s actions were disappointing, but God remains faithful and merciful even when
we behave in disappointing ways.

WAHZHAT NS NER, (ERMRESLR, AW, WA ET S A
9%% o

READ GENESIS 12:10-20
L6 12:10-20

There was a famine in the land of Canaan. Canaan was a land of minimal rainfall, and
both humans and animals depended upon the early and later rains to survive. If the rain did not
fall in due time or did not come at all, the result would be a famine. This was one of those times.

WEF A YLE . MR KR D, AR & #5235 B AR A REAE IS . TSR M
A1 B T B R TN, e KA. B, A R .

But Egypt had the great Nile River to supply water for irrigation even in times of little
rain. And there was food in Egypt, which prompted Abram to take his family and animals and
move his tents there in order to survive in this difficult time.

SR, DR AE R ZKAR A, 3R K, JE B AT IFA 783 B 7K SR BEAT HE B -
BEMARE, RMATAA 22850 A E IR IR IR 2%, XA ReAE e I 75 DA
PR

6. What motivated Abram and Sarai to lie about their relationship (12:10-13)?
A2 ARAE AR 22 ANHCR X AT 58 R f () 12:10-13) 2

When Jesus was with his disciples during the storm on the lake, they were so afraid
that they cried out, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” And when Jesus had calmed the
storm, he rebuked them saying, “Where is your faith?” (Luke 8:24-25)

HRERADAR ) I IAEE — RIS i, W1 B2 1 UE, T4+ 348, ARATTRmRE “ K7,
KT, FAaneh! 7 BRER-FRXURZ G, FrortlfiTid:  “IRAOTME A RE? 7 (%
8:24-25)

When Peter wrote instructions to Christian wives (1 Peter 3:1-6) he used Sarah as an
example: “Wives ... the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit is of great worth in God’s
sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make
themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed
Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not
give way to fear.” I have always wondered what “fear” Peter had in mind. Fear of being
submissive to a man? Or was Peter thinking of the fear that Abram and Sarai felt when they had
to go down to Egypt? Was Peter saying, “Don’t give way to fear (like Sarah did)”?

ARG BT BT TG (AT 3:1-6) , MAMEAIE AR “MZFET
e e OB DB K AR SR i B 0 e U o IXAEAH T AR B DR DA ot I A
M EVEIE N, IR DA tti, Ik E CRISCR. staich e WEAA R 5, Frdth v 3
AT AT, AR, fRMIIKZILT . 7 W—HEF A ER “Hh” £
-
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Hao FMRSE NS ? sSeF WA A, AN =M E LB 7 8BS R EN
“ARE (GMR—R FHnT 2
One more verse: Romans 8:15 — “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “4bba, Father.” Lord,
help us to trust in You and not give way to fear.

WA 8 16— “URNIPZMIARDAMT L, PIHEMR. Pz
JLTHIL, BRI RTE, 52, 7 EW, FBHIRAMEEEIR, AZEEH.

7. What three excuses did Abram offer for lying to the Egyptians about Sarai? (Genesis
12:11-13)
SEF NGRS o AT IR RO, WAA 24 T SAE, R
(4 12:11-13)

8. Agree or disagree: Abraham’s plan to deceive the Egyptians was an act of unbelief.

FIREEANRE? WARRL RS W IR AN, R AME TN,

9. Why did God intervene to deliver Abram (and Sarai) from the effects of their sinful
deception? (vs. 17-18)
MPRROEAR = CFIRCR) O Ym SR MR E G R, Nt amEZ R a8
17-18 1)

The way Abram and Sarai were removed from Egypt reminds us of the way Adam and
Eve had been removed from the garden of Eden. Abram and Sarai, like Adam and Eve, had

doubted God’s promises, and experienced the consequences of their failure to trust in what God
had told them.

VAR ZE FUBCREBEE H e e — SR B IRATT, P 240 2 i gl e A ) el o SIE AR =2 R
56, IEWNE YA R EHE—R, XNV OAFIREE, MN1L D T AME M0 BT R 1 5 2R .
10. What lesson shall we learn from this event in the life of Abram?

MIEAR =2 (I AR, AT B A ThiR ?
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Though Abram was a true believer, his faith was still weak at times and immature. God
would continue to proclaim his grace with Abram, confirming his promises with a sacred
covenant, and testing and purifying Abram’s faith.

RETWAAZ 2 — D ERERE, AR RS RIBEES . A, i gksxy
AR == B, DS AR R R VE, I HAsie v i AR 22 A5 O

In our next lesson (chapter 13) we will learn about Abram’s loving concern for his
nephew Lot.

TR CGR 13U o, BATR GRS 2 AR X E T 25 Z 0k bl
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